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SPEED LIMITS 

63. Mr M.J. BIRNEY to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services: 

I refer to the Liberal Party proposal to increase some country road speed limits to 120 kilometres an hour, and 
recent media comments by the minister that this was an idea being promoted by incredibly stupid rednecks.   

(1) Is the minister aware that on 22 October 1998, Hon Kim Chance moved an amendment in the 
Legislative Council to increase country road speed limits to 120 kilometres an hour? 

(2) Is the minister further aware that every Labor member of the Legislative Council on that occasion voted 
in favour of that proposal? 

(3) Will the minister advise the House which of her Labor colleagues in the Legislative Council are the 
rednecks and which are the incredibly stupid ones? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
(1)-(3) This question shows how lacking the Opposition is in any new thoughts.  The member for Kalgoorlie 

raised this issue about a month ago in a press release and reused it during his contribution to the 
Address-in-Reply.  This is the best policing question that he can come up with; one that promotes a 120 
kilometre an hour speed limit on country roads.  Like always, he never tells the whole truth.  That is the 
problem with the member for Kalgoorlie.  He could not lie straight in bed because he never tells the 
whole truth.  What was being debated those many years ago in the Legislative Council was a motion put 
forward by one of the coalition parties, not the Labor Party.   

Mr M.J. Birney:  Do you want to read it?  Hon Kim Chance moved it. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  The member admitted yesterday that he is very new to Parliament and that he is learning 
all the time.  He has a lot more to learn.  The events in the upper House involved a motion from the coalition 
parties and an amendment by Hon Kim Chance.  An amendment is not the motion.  Secondly, the member has 
failed to admit that the proposal was for a trial.  That is all that was put forward. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members!  There are so many interjections I could call to order the entire left side of the 
House.  Members must allow the minister to speak. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  If I were a Liberal member opposite who supported a 120 kilometre an hour speed limit 
on country roads, I would be severely embarrassed. 
 


